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On April 17, Foreign Minister Francisco Rezek told reporters that while his government has no
intention of building atomic weapons, signing the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is out of the
question since it would limit research in nuclear technology. He said, "Brazil is a country without
enemies that strongly rejects the idea of building atomic weapons, but we will not sign the treaty
because we want to reach our objectives without foreign controls." Rezek and Jose Luiz de Carvalho
Santana, president of the National Nuclear Energy Commission, refused comment on a report
released April 17 by the private Carnegie Foundation for International Peace in Washington that
Brazil and Argentina engaged in smuggling to expand nuclear weapons capabilities. International
environmental and political groups have pressured Brazil for years to sign the 1967 global nuclear
treaty. Rezek said President Fernando Collor de Mello's government also rejects any form of
foreign restrictions on Brazilian installations for uranium enrichment. "Never have we imagined
building atomic bombs," Santana was quoted as saying in an interview with the Folha de Sao Paulo
newspaper. "The constitution prohibits nuclear activities for non-peaceful ends, and that is why
Brazil will never make an atomic weapon." Brazil has only one nuclear power plant on line, the
Angra I built by Westinghouse in Angra dos Reis, southwest of Rio de Janeiro. Santana said all
Brazilian nuclear installations were regulated by international safeguards, and would be open for
periodic inspection by the International Atomic Energy Agency, including the Aramar Nuclear
Center, kept secret until 1987. The center is run by the Navy Ministry, located in Ipero, 75 miles
west of Sao Paulo. Two years ago, the government enriched uranium at Atamar as part of a program
to build nuclear submarines. The announcement by former President Jose Sarney that Brazilian
scientists had successfully developed fuel-cycle technology prompted speculation about desires
to build atomic weapons. The Brazilian Society of Physics recently said the Aramar Center is now
capable of processing uranium for a bomb. In a report to the Congress, the Society warned about
increasing militarization of the country's nuclear program. Santana told the Folha that Brazil's
nuclear program was coordinated in part by civilians and that the armed forces participated in
the experiments as in any other scientific sector. He added that the Commission was studying the
possibility of transferring uranium enrichment technology to the private sector for commercial use.
(Basic data from AP, Xinhua, 04/17/90; Folha de Sao Paulo, 04/16/90)
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